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Graham, Bridget

From: Bragdon, Kenneth
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2016 9:54 AM
To: Graham, Bridget
Subject: FW: Law Department Contracts to be Extended

Hi Bridget – This is all I’ve got for those MAs re: a reference point for contract extensions;  should be enough, right? 
 
Ken Bragdon 
Administrative Specialist 
City of Austin ‐ Purchasing Office 
124 West 8th Street 
Austin, TX 78701 
512‐974‐2035 (phone) 
kennethbragdon@austintexas.gov 
 
Manager: Steve Aden, Corporate Purchasing Manager, 512‐974‐2002 
 
For information about contracts and payments, please visit Austin Finance Online at: 
www.austintexas.gov/finance 

 

      Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail or attachments 
 
This e‐mail message may contain information that may be privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure. It is intended for use only by the person to whom it is addressed. 
If you have received this message in error, please do not forward or use this information in any way, delete it immediately, and contact the sender as soon as possible by the 
reply option or by telephone at the number listed. 
 
From: Franklin, Tracy  
Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2016 10:17 AM 
To: Bragdon, Kenneth <Kenneth.Bragdon@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: Law Department Contracts to be Extended 
 
Ken,  
 
Will you please extend the below Law Department contracts in AIMS when you get a chance?  
 
Thanks so much! 
 
Tracy 
 
Get Outlook for iOS 
_____________________________ 

Firm 
Effective 
Date 

Matter 
No  Mat Ref  Dep Dt 

Paul Hornsby & Company  12/12/2014 61264
Panhandle Notes LC vs City of 
Austin  PA150000020 

French & Associates  5/6/2013 56721

Austin Fire Department ‐ 2013 
Department of Justice 
Investigation  PA130000043 

Bickerstaff Heath Delgado Acosta LLP  11/7/2013 58108 Voter ID Law  PA140000011 



2

Greenberg Traurig  12/15/2011 52704
AE Contract for IBM Billing 
System  PA120000015 

Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP  12/31/2014 62946 Collections  NR150000001 

Foley & Lardner, Attorneys at Law  1/23/2008 39219

General Aviation Advice & 
Counsel (General Regulatory 
Matters)  PA080000023 

McDonald, Sutton & DuVal, PLC  1/28/2014 58767 Roomstore Inc.  PA140000029 

Mayer Brown  2/14/2013 56285 MBE/WBE Issues  PA130000055 

McCall, Parkhurst & Horton, L.L.P ‐ Dallas  3/18/2013 56382
Public Finance and Tax Related 
Airport Matters  PA130000041 

Scott Douglass & McConnico, L.L.P.  3/19/2012 52565
Austin Lifecare & Roman 
Catholic Diocese v COA, et al  PA120000023 

Thompson & Knight, L.L.P.  3/21/2013 56383 Seaholm Redevelopment  PA130000037 

Thompson & Knight, L.L.P.  5/31/2002 18738 RMMA  S020289 

Thompson & Knight, L.L.P.  4/28/2011 50708
The Austin Bulldog v Council 
Members  PA110000049 

Greenberg Traurig  5/3/2012 53845 Fayette Power Plant  PA120000027 

Bickerstaff Heath Delgado Acosta LLP  5/13/2011 50807 Elections ‐ Redistricting 2011  PA110000048 

Reeves & Brightwell LLP  5/15/2014 59529 Waller Creek Tunnel  PA140000038 

Greenberg Traurig  5/24/2012 54024 HUD 108 Family Business Loan  PA120000032 

Law Offices of Ken Ramirez  5/24/2012 53700 Water Rights  PA120000030 

Max Renea Hicks Attorney at Law  5/27/2011 50938
Texas State Senate and Federal 
Congressional Redistricting  PA110000051 

Andrews Kurth L.L.P  6/4/2013 56974 ROCIP‐General  PA130000056 

McCall, Parkhurst & Horton, L.L.P ‐ Dallas  6/7/2016 65328 REIT Formation 
MA 5700 
16061600037 

Clarence A. West Attorney at Law  6/11/2013 57030 Telecommunication  PA130000060 

Mary K. Sahs, P.C.  5/23/2013 56786 LCRA  Water Management Plan  PA130000051 

Husch Blackwell LLP  6/26/2014 59927 ABIA Hotel  PA140000046 

Richards Rodriguez & Skeith  7/2/2014 59987
Austin Firefighter Association v 
COA  PA140000045 

Sedgwick  7/3/2014 59995 State Highway 45 SW  PA140000057 

Greenberg Traurig  7/23/2012 54516
Industrial Development Corp 
(Local Government)  PA120000039 

Andrews Kurth L.L.P  7/29/2010 48226
New Central Library 
Construction Contract  PA100000080 

Richards Rodriguez & Skeith  8/2/2013 57483
Larry Jackson Jr. vs City of 
Austin [Jackson, Larry (OC‐City)]  PA130000067 

Greenberg Traurig  8/14/2012 54653 Governance Utility Issues  PA120000040 

Lynn Ross & Gannaway, LLP  8/15/2013 57607 Personnel Issues  PA130000071 

Robert Icenhauer‐Ramirez  8/22/2013 57669 Jackson, Larry (OC‐Kleinert)  PA130000066 

David Richards  8/24/2013 58243 ICRC  PA140000008 

Reeves & Brightwell LLP  9/22/2011 51991 Central Texas 2011 Fires  PA110000079 

Bickerstaff Heath Delgado Acosta LLP  9/29/2014 60712 Ethics Review Commission  PA140000063 

Colette Holt & Associates  10/19/2006 34990 MBE‐WBE Program ‐ 2006  PA070000008 

Nickie Whitaker  10/26/2014 60914 Reagan National v COA  PA150000008 

Van Ness Feldman LLP  11/3/2014 60949 SH‐45 (NEPA‐ESA Issues)  PA150000010 
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Chief Craig Miller  11/7/2014 61031 Bradley v City of Austin et al  PA150000007 

Denton, Navarro, Rocha Bernal Hyde & Zech, 
P.C.  11/10/2010 49379 Urban Renewal Project  PA110000010 

Reeves & Brightwell LLP  11/26/2012 55378 Aigner, Ronya  PA130000007 

Mondrik & Associates  12/10/2008 42790 Audit and Sales Tax Issues  PA090000008 

McCall, Parkhurst & Horton, L.L.P ‐ Dallas  12/22/2014 61322 Whisper Valley PID  PA150000016 

  

 

  

 



 
 

M E M O R A N D U M  
 

City of Austin 
Financial Services Department 

Purchasing Office 
 
DATE: July 6, 2015 
 
TO:  Memo to File 
 
FROM: Jonathan Dalchau, Senior Buyer 
 
RE: MA 5700 PA130000066 

 
These master agreements were all extended by one (1) year per email from Teresa Medina in 
the Law Department dated 7/6/2015. 
 
There were no changes made to the funding of these master agreements. 
 
The expiration dates were extended as work with the legal vendors was still pending at the 
time of the extension. 
 
Yolanda Miller, Deputy Purchase Officer approved this method of contract extension in lieu of 
a formal amendment. 
 
Contracts: 
 

• PA110000048 
• PA110000049 
• PA110000051 
• PA110000079 
• PA130000034 
• PA130000037 
• PA130000041 
• PA130000051 
• PA130000052 
• PA130000055 
• PA130000056 
• PA130000058 
• PA130000060 
• PA130000066 
• PA130000067 
• PA130000071 
• PA140000008 
• S020289 
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Dalchau, Jonathan

From: Medina, Teresa
Sent: Monday, July 06, 2015 8:45 AM
To: Dalchau, Jonathan
Subject: OC Extensions

Please extend the following contracts by 1 year with no increase in the contract amount at this time. 
 

Mayer Brown  2/14/2013 2/13/2015 MBE/WBE Issues  PA130000055 

McCall, Parkhurst & Horton, L.L.P ‐ Dallas  3/18/2013 3/17/2015
Public Finance and Tax 
Related Airport Matters  PA130000041 

Thompson & Knight, L.L.P.  3/21/2013 3/20/2015 Seaholm Redevelopment  PA130000037 

Scott Douglass & McConnico, L.L.P.  3/22/2013 3/21/2015
Chapter 245‐Project 
Duration  PA130000034 

Thompson & Knight, L.L.P.  5/31/2002 4/3/2015 RMMA  S020289 

Thompson & Knight, L.L.P.  4/28/2011 4/27/2015
The Austin Bulldog v Council 
Members  PA110000049 

Bickerstaff Heath Delgado Acosta LLP  5/13/2011 5/12/2015 Elections ‐ Redistricting 2011  PA110000048 

Thompson & Knight, L.L.P.  5/20/2013 5/19/2015 City Auditor  PA130000052 

Max Renea Hicks Attorney at Law  5/27/2011 5/26/2015

Texas State Senate and 
Federal Congressional 
Redistricting  PA110000051 

Andrews Kurth L.L.P  6/4/2013 6/3/2015 ROCIP‐General  PA130000056 

Webb & Webb  6/6/2013 6/5/2015
Wholesale Water Rate 
Appeal  PA130000058 

Clarence A. West Attorney at Law  6/11/2013 6/10/2015 Telecommunication  PA130000060 

Mary K. Sahs, P.C.  5/23/2013 6/25/2015
LCRA  Water Management 
Plan  PA130000051 

Richards Rodriguez & Skeith  8/2/2013 7/31/2015

Larry Jackson Jr. vs City of 
Austin [Jackson, Larry (OC‐
City)]  PA130000067 

Lynn Ross & Gannaway, LLP  8/15/2013 8/14/2015 Personnel Issues  PA130000071 

Robert Icenhauer‐Ramirez  8/22/2013 8/21/2015 Jackson, Larry (OC‐Kleinert)  PA130000066 

David Richards  8/24/2013 8/23/2015 ICRC  PA140000008 
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Reeves & Brightwell LLP  9/22/2011 9/21/2015 Central Texas 2011 Fires  PA110000079 

 



City of Austin 
"' 301 W. 2"d Street, P.O. Box 1088 

Austin, Texas 78767-1088 

February 25,2014 

David Richards 
Attorney-At-Law 
816 Congress Avenue 
Suite 1200 
Austin, TX 78701 

Re: Amendment No. 1 to Engagement Letter Dated September 5, 2013 regarding 
the Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission. 

Dear Mr. Richards: 

This letter is to notify you of an increase in our original contract agreement to provide legal 
services concerning the above-referenced matter. The increase is for the amount of$25,000.00, 
for a contract total not to exceed $70,000.00. The total contract includes: 

$45,000.00 per the initial agreement of September 5, 2013; and 

~25,000.00 per t~is supplemental agree~e~t. /,} 

1

/ 

Please stgn and retum th1s letter to Teresa Medma m the sy1f addr~sed en:velop~ 
Sincerely,~ . ....- . A~~· ED~

1 

f;.A' // .. //' 'f/1 r '. ft , / / / /."''• ~ t/ I ~~~~ f / J./' ~/ ,· I /! t , I. j ""'" "'~/?~e-r~. · _;[ /4 ~~ ~ 
6rugT~4t7 iY" /1~ D~vtdRichmld$ t '-yuu,t: ( '· ~_) 
ICRC Executive Director 



REGULAR COUNCIL MINUTES THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2014 

The motion authorizing the negotiation and execution of a Family Business Loan Program loan to 
11E5 LLC was approved on consent on Council Member Martinez' motion, Council Member 
Spelman's second on a 7-0 vote. 

11. Authorize negotiation and execution of an 11-month agreement for social services with Front Steps, Inc. 
to fund maintenance and operations of the Austin Resource Center for the Homeless, housing location 
services and financial assistance to homeless individuals for an amount not to exceed $276,314 in grant 
funds from the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs, Homeless Housing and Services 
Program. 
The motion authorizing the negotiation and execution of an agreement with Front Steps, Inc. was 
approved on consent on Council Member Martinez' motion, Council Member Spelman's second on 
a 7-0 vote. 

12. Authorize negotiation and execution of a 24-month interlocal agreement with the Health and Human 
Services Commission for Commission training to City of Austin Health and Human Services Department 
staff to help citizens apply for program benefits through the Your Texas Benefits website at six 
neighborhood centers. 
The motion authorizing the negotiation and execution of an interlocal agreement with the Health 
and Human Services Commission was approved on consent on Council Member Martinez' motion, 
Council Member Spelman's second on a 7-0 vote. 

13. Approve an ordinance authorizing acceptance of grant funds in the amount of $5,769 from the TEXAS 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE HEALTH SERVICES, and amending the Fiscal Year 2013-14 Health and 
Human Services Department Operating Budget Special Revenue Fund (Ordinance No. 20130909-001) to 
appropriate $5,769 for the Public Health Emergency Preparedness Program. 
Ordinance No. 20140213-013 was approved on consent on Council Member Martinez' motion, 
Council Member Spelman's second on a 7-0 vote. 

14. Approve a resolution amending the Personnel Policies, Chapter A, Section III.B.l. (9) a and b, to enhance 
the amount of Serious Injury Supplement benefits provided to non-sworn employees that are injured on 
the job. 
Resolution No. 20140213-014 was approved on consent on Council Member Martinez' motion, 
Council Member Spelman's second on a 7-0 vote. 

~~~\15 was pulled to be heard after the related Executive Session item. 

(! 16. 1 Approve an ordinance amending Fiscal Year 2013-2014 Management Services Department Operating 
\ / Budget (Ordinance No. 20130909-001) to appropriate funds for the Independent Citizens Redistricting 
"--/ Commission. 

Ordinance No. 20140213-016 was approved on consent on Council Member Martinez' motion, 
Council Member Spelman's second on a 7-0 vote. 

Items 17 through 21 were pulled for discussion. 

22. Authorize negotiation and execution of all documents and instruments necessary or desirable to purchase 
in fee simple a tract of land totaling approximately 351.6122 acres in Hays County, Texas, located at 
4450 W. FM 150 from Thomas H. Searcy and Joan Searcy for a total amount not to exceed $7,500,000. 
The motion authorizing the negotiation and execution of all documents and instruments necessary 
or desirable to purchase in fee simple a tract land was approved on consent on Council Member 
Martinez' motion, Council Member Spelman's second on a 7-0 vote. 

23. Approve an ordinance vacating approximately 8,779 square feet of street right-of-way in the City of 
Austin, Travis County, Texas, being the western half of Tillery Street south of the intersection of Tillery 
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REGULAR COUNCIL MINUTES 

AUSTIN CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13,2014 

REGULAR MEETING 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13,2014 

Invocation: Dr. B. W. McClendon, Sr., St. James Missionary Baptist Church 

The following represents the actions taken by the Austin City Council in the order they occurred during 
the meeting. While the minutes are not in sequential order, all agenda items were discussed. The City 
Council of Austin, Texas, convened in a regular meeting on Thursday, February 13, 2014 in the Council 
Chambers of City Hall, 301 West Second Street, Austin, Texas. 

Mayor Leffingwell called the Council Meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

The following items were acted on by one motion. 

1. Approve the minutes of the Austin City Council special called meeting of November 18, 2013, work 
session of January 28, 2014 and regular meeting of January 30, 2014. 
The minutes from the City Council special called meeting of November 18, 2013, work session of 
January 28, 2014 and regular meeting of January 30, 2014 were approved on consent on Council 
Member Martinez' motion, Council Member Spelman's second on a 7-0 vote. 

2. Approve issuance of a rebate to Barrington Austin Apartments, LLC, for performing energy efficiency 
improvements at The Barrington at Park Place Apartments (Phase 1) located at 3204 Duval Rd., Austin, 
Texas 78759, in an amount not to exceed $176,399. 
The motion to approve the issuance of a rebate to Barrington Austin Apartments, LLC was 
approved on consent on Council Member Martinez' motion, Council Member Spelman's second on 
a 7-0 vote. 

3. Approve issuance of a rebate to Jacob Castellanos, for performing energy efficiency improvements at the 
Club Creek Apartments located at 502 W. Longspur Blvd., Austin, Texas 78753, in an amount not to 
exceed $107,999. 
The motion to approve the issuance of a rebate to Jacob Castellanos was approved on consent on 
Council Member Martinez' motion, Council Member Spelman's second on a 7-0 vote. 

4. Approve issuance of a rebate to Jacob Castellanos, for performing energy efficiency improvements at the 
Wildwood Apartments located at 7610 Cameron Rd., Austin, Texas 78752, in an amount not to exceed 
$191,449. 
The motion to approve the issuance of a rebate to Jacob Castellanos was approved on consent on 
Council Member Martinez' motion, Council Member Spelman's second on a 7-0 vote. 

1 



September 5, 2013 

David Richards 
Street Address 
Austin, TX 

Dear Mr. Richards: 

This Engagement Letter confirms that you will represent the City of Austin's Independent Citizens 
Redistricting Commission (ICRC) to provide districting legal services. The City requires outside counsel to 
follow ce11ain policies outlined in the attached Terms of Engagement. Please sign and retmn this 
Engagement Letter to me in the enclosed envelope, confirming that you agree to these policies. Please 
include proof of professional liability insurance per the attached Terms of Engagement. Additionally, before 
any invoice is paid, you must register through the City's Vendor Connection System at: 

As ICRC Executive Director, I will be the city representative responsible for managing this matter (the 
"Contract Manager"). The City will pay for the legal services you provide, in a total amount not to exceed 
$45,000 for all fees and expenses, including any other individuals listed on the attached Outside Counsel 
Authorized Staff form, that will be billed under this agreement. 

We have agreed that your billing rate for this matter is $45,000 for the period from contract signing until 
December 31,2013. The attorney(s) and paralegal(s) authorized to work on this matter, if any, are shown on 
the attached Outside Counsel Authorized Staff form. The City will not pay for \:vork by any person not listed 
on the form unless the change is preauthorized in writing in an amendment to the form. Unless later agreed to 
in writing, these rates are set for the duration of this engagement. 

If you require consultant or subcontractor services, you must receive prior written approval from me, the 
Contract Manager. Pursuant to the City's accounting and auditing policies, you must bill the City on your 
letterhead for services rendered by other firms, i.e., court reporters, record companies, and consultants. The 
City cannot pay invoices from other businesses if they were not hired directly by the City. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call. 

Attachments: Terms ofEngagement, Outside Coru1sel Authorized Staff 



Outside Counsel Authorized Staff 

The City will only pay for work done by the staff named below. The rate forr this 
engagement is a flat rate, not hourly. 

The City expects that this matter will be leanly staffed and economically handled. 

Work is to be done by the person with the appropriate qualifications and an appropriate 
rate for the services performed. 

The City expects that work on city matters will be done at rates that are a substantial 
discount from the firm's general billing rates. 

These rates are set for the duration of the engagement. 

Only the following people are authorized to work on this matter: 

David Richards 
Javier Guajardo 

II' 9;/7 L3 
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Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission (ICRC) 
Saturday, August 24, 2013 

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
Mariano Diaz-Miranda Anna Saenz 
Henry Johnson Cathy Cocco 
Rachel Farris TJ Costello 

City Council Chambers 
Minutes 

Maria Solis 
Stefan Haag 
Harriett Harrow 

Ryan Rafols William Hewitt* 
*Commision Hewitt entered after the Citizen Communications session was completed. 

MEMBER(S) WHO ARE ABSENT: 
Carmen Llanes Pulido, Magdalena Blanco, Arthur Lopez 

CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting was called to order at 10:15 am by Vice-Chair TJ Costello. A quorum was present. 

1. General Citizen Communication; members of the public present and signed up to speak: 

Roger Borgelt 

2. Legal positions were conducted 

Javier Guajardo and David Richards were interviewed 

3. Executive Session 

Ryan Rafols moved and Rachel Ferris seconded that the Commission go into Executive Session. The 
motion failed on a vote of 3-7 with 1 abstention. The Commission did not go into Executive Session. 

Deliberation and Action on hiring of Legal Counsel- Final Decision 

Anna Saenz moved to interview Judith Sanders-Castro. The motion died due to the lack of a second. 
Harriet Harrow moved and Cathy Cocco seconded that the Commission proceed to vote on hiring 
legal counsel. The motion passed. 

Maria Solis moved and Ryan Rafols seconded that the Commission hire Javier Guajardo as legal 
counsel. The motion failed. 

Rachel Ferris moved and Henry Johnson seconded that the Commission hire David Richards as legal 
counsel, pending resolution of pending eligibility questions. The motion failed. 



Rachel Ferris moved and Henry Johnson seconded that the Commission hire David Richards as legal 
counsel, pending resolution of pending eligibility questions. The motion failed. 

Ryan Rafols moved and Rachel Ferris seconded that the Commission hire David Richards as legal 
counsel, pending resolution of pending eligibility questions and salary negotiations. The motion 
passed. 

Vice Chair TJ Costello appointed Commissioners Johnson and Cocco to work with staff in settling 
eligibility question and negotiations with legal counsel. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Anna Saenz moved to adjourn the meeting. 
Henry Johnson seconded. 
Vice Chair Costello adjourned the meeting. 
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enclosing the territory which a part of the City for all purposes, such boundary limits of the limited purpose 
territory shall be known as "Limited Purpose Boundary Limits." Every ordinance by which territory is to be 
annexed to the City for limited purposes shall state clearly the limited purpose or purposes for which it is 
being annexed, and shall be published one time, in a newspaper of general circulation in the City and in the 
form in which it is to be fmally adopted, not less than thirty (30) days prior to its fmal passage. 

When any additional territory has been annexed for said limited purpose or purposes, it shall be a part of 
the city for such limited purpose or purposes only. However, in dealing with the property and inhabitants 
thereof, the City shall have every power which it otherwise possesses and which is reasonable and 
expedient for the accomplishment of the limited purpose or purposes for which such property is annexed, and 
the power of the City to deal with the property and inhabitants of such limited purpose territory shall include 
the powers enumerated in the next two (2) succeeding sentences but shall not be limited or restricted thereto. 
With regard to territory annexed for the limited purpose of planning or zoning, the City shall have the power 
to control and regulate the use of property and the density of structures, to require compliance with 
reasonable zoning regulations, to control and regulate the subdivision of property and to control and regulate 
the construction of buildings. With regard to territory annexed for the limited purpose or purposes of health or 
safety, the City shall have the power to adopt all reasonable regulations pertaining to health and safety and to 
require compliance with such regulations. Every inhabitant of territory annexed for limited purpose or 
purposes, who is otherwise qualified, shall be entitled to vote in City elections on every issue where the 
questions is the election or recall of a City councilmember or the amendment of this Charter, and every such 
inhabitant shall be deemed to be a citizen of the City in connection with any ordinance, regulation, or action 
which is, or is alleged to be, applicable to him or her or his or her property because of such limited purpose 
annexation, but will not be eligible to run for any office in the City of Austin. The City shall have no power to 
levy any tax for municipal purposes on either the property of the inhabitants of territory annexed for limited 
purpose or purposes, and no funds of the City shall be spent in such territory except where reasonable and 
expedient for the accomplishment of the limited purpose or purposes for which the territory is annexed; but 
the City may collect reasonable charges :from property owners and inhabitants of such territory for services 
rendered by the City in the accomplishment of the limited purpose or purposes for which the territory is 
annexed. 

Amendment note: 
Section 7 appears as amended at the election of May 7, 1994. 

ARTICLE II. THE COUNCIL. 

§ 1. COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP. 

(A) The council shall be composed of: 

(1) a mayor elected :from the city at-large; and 

(2) 10 council members elected :from single- member districts. 

(B) The term "council member(s)" includes the mayor unless otherwise provided. 

(C) The independent citizens redistricting commission, as prescribed below in Section 3, shall be 
empowered to divide the city into 10 geographical council districts for the election of council members. The 
commission shall designate each council district by a number or by other designation. 

Amendment note: 

Section 1 appears as added at the election of November 6, 2012. A former§ 1 concerned the number, 

6/6/2013 10:08 A 
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selection, and terms of office for Council members; had previously been amended at the elections of May 
13, 2006, January 19, 1985, April 5, 1969, and Aprill, 1967; and was repealed at the election of November 
6, 2012. 

§ 2. ELIGIBILITY OF COUNCIL MEMBERS. 

(A) A candidate for mayor must meet all eligibility requirements of state law and must have resided 
continuously in the state for 12 months and in the city for six months immediately preceding the regular filing 
deadline for a mayoral candidate's application for a place on the ballot. If the mayor ceases to reside in the 
city, the mayor automatically resigns. 

(B) A candidate for city council from a council district must meet all eligibility requirements of state law 
and must have resided continuously in the state for 12 months and in the council district from which the 
member is seeking election for six months immediately preceding the regular filing deadline for a council 
candidate's application for a place on the ballot. If a council member elected from a council district ceases to 
reside in the district as the boundaries of the district were drawn at the time of the council member's election, 
the council member automatically resigns. 

Amendment note: 

Section 2 appears as added at the election of November 6, 2012. Aformer § 2 concerned the 
qualifications for Councilmembers; had previously been amended at the election of April 1, 1978; and was 
repealed at the election of November 6, 2012. 

§ 3. REDISTRICTING. 

(A) For purposes ofthis section, the following terms are defmed: 

(1) COMMISSION means the Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission. 

(2) CONTROLLING PERSON means an officer, director, manager, principal, or shareholder or 
member owning at least 1 0% ownership of a legal entity. 

(3) DAY means a calendar day, except that ifthe fmal day of a period within which an act is to be 
performed is a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday in which the City of Austin's offices are closed, the period is 
extended to the next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday in which the City of Austin's offices are 
closed. 

(4) PANEL means the Applicant Review Panel of three qualified, independent auditors that screens 
applicants for the Commission. 

(5) QUALIFIED INDEPENDENT AUDITOR means an auditor who is currently licensed by the 
Texas Board of Public Accountancy and has been a practicing independent auditor for at least five years prior 
to appointment to the Applicant Review Panel. 

( 6) SPOUSE means one's licensed marriage spouse, common law spouse, or recognized domestic 
partner. 

(7) SUBSTANTIAL NEGLECT OF DU1Y means that an individual has disregarded a manifest duty, 
prescribed by this section, intentionally, knowingly, or negligently. Missing half or more of the meetings in a 
three month period constitutes a substantial neglect of duty. 

(B) In 2013 and thereafter in each year following the year in which the national census is taken under 
the direction of Congress at the beginning of each decade, the Commission shall adjust the boundary lines of 
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the 10 single-member districts in conformance with the standards and process set forth in this article. The 
Commission shall be fully established no later than July 1, 2013, and thereafter no later than March 1 in each 
year ending in the number (1 ). The Commission shall not draw district lines at any other time, except if the 
districts must be redrawn because of a judicial decision invalidating the then existing district plan, in whole or 
in part, or the date of the city election is moved. If the date of the city election is moved, then the dates in 
this article shall be adjusted to ensure the commission has sufficient time to draw the lines prior to the election 
date. 

(C) The commission shall: 

( 1) conduct an open and transparent process enabling full public consideration of and comment on 
the drawing of district lines; 

(2) draw district lines according to the redistricting criteria specified in this section; and 

(3) conduct themselves with integrity and fairness. This selection process is designed to produce a 
commission that is independent from influence by the City Council and is reasonably representative of this 
city's diversity. 

(D) The commission shall consist of 14 members. 

(1) Each commission member shall be a voter who has been continuously registered in the City of 
Austin for five or more years immediately preceding the date of his or her appointment. Each commission 
member, except the student member described below, shall have voted in at least three of the last five city of 
Austin general elections immediately preceding his or her application. One commission member shall be a 
student duly enrolled in a community college or university in the City of Austin and who resides and is 
registered to vote in the City of Austin. 

(2) The term of office of each member of the commission expires upon the appointment of the first 
member of the succeeding commission in the year following the year in which the national census is taken. 

(3) Nine members of the commission shall constitute a quorum. Nine or more affirmative votes shall 
be required for any official action, including approval of a fmal plan establishing the boundaries of any 
council district. 

(4) Each commission member shall apply this section in a manner that is impartial and that reinforces 
public confidence in the integrity of the redistricting process. A commission member shall be ineligible, for a 
period of 10 years beginning from the date of appointment, to hold elective public office for the City of 
Austin. A member of the commission shall be ineligible, for a period of three years beginning from the date 
of appointment, to hold appointive public office for the City of Austin, to serve as paid staff for or as a paid 
consultant to the City of Austin, the City Council or any member of the City Council, or to receive a 
non-competitively bid contract with the City of Austin. This three year ban on having a paid consultancy or 
entering noncompetitively bid contracts applies to the member individually and all entities for which the 
member is a controlling person. 

(E) The commission shall establish the boundaries of the council districts for the City of Austin in a plan 
using the following criteria as set forth in the following order of priority: 

(1) districts shall comply with the United States Constitution. Each council district shall have 
reasonably equal population with other districts, except where deviation is required to comply with the 
federal Voting Rights Act or allowable by law. 

(2) districts shall comply with the federal Voting Rights Act ( 42 U.S. C. Sec. 1971 and following) and 
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any other requirement of federal or state law. 

(3) districts shall be geographically contiguous. 

( 4) the geographic integrity of any local neighborhood or local community of interest shall be 
respected in a manner that minimizes their division to the extent possible without violating the requirements 
of any of the preceding subsections. A community of interest is a contiguous population that shares common 
social and economic interests that should be included within a single district for purposes of its effective and 
fair representation. Communities of interest shall not include relationships with political parties, incumbents, 
or political candidates. 

(5) to the extent practicable, district boundaries shall be drawn to encourage geographical 
compactness such that nearby areas of population are not bypassed for more distant populations. 

(6) to the extent practicable, district boundaries shall be drawn using the boundaries of existing 
election precincts. 

(7) to the extent practicable, district boundaries shall be drawn using geographically identifiable 
boundaries. 

(F) The place of residence of any incumbent or potential political candidate shall not be considered in 
the creation of a plan or any district. Districts shall not be drawn for the purpose of favoring or discriminating 
against any incumbent, political candidate, or political group. 

(G) By December 1, 2013, and thereafter by November 1 in each year ending in the number one (1), the 
commission shall adopt a final plan for the City of Austin specifically describing the district boundaries for 
each of the council districts prescribed above. Upon adoption, the commission shall certifY the plan to the 
City Council. The city council may not change the plan. The plan shall have the force and effect of law. 

(1) The commission shall issue a report that explains the basis on which the commission made its 
decisions in achieving compliance with the criteria listed above and shall include defmitions of the terms and 
standards used in drawing the fmal plan. 

(2) If the commission does not adopt a fmal plan by the dates in this section, the city attorney for the 
City of Austin shall immediately petition state court for an order prescribing the boundary lines of the single­
member districts in accordance with the redistricting criteria and requirements set forth in this Section. The 
plan prescribed by the court shall be used for all subsequent city council elections until a fmal plan is adopted 
by the commission to replace it. 

(H) The commission has the sole legal standing to defend any action regarding a certified final map, and 
shall inform the City Council if it determines that funds or other resources provided for the operation of the 
commission are not adequate. The City Council shall provide adequate funding to defend any action 
regarding a certified map. The commission has sole authority to determine whether the city attorney or other 
legal counsel retained by the commission at its discretion shall represent the commission in defense of a 
certified fmal map. 

(I) Commission Selection Process. 

(1) No later than December 1, 2012, and thereafter by June 1 in each year ending in the number 
zero, the City of Austin Auditor shall initiate and widely publicize an application process, open to all 
registered City of Austin voters who meet the requirements of subdivision 3(D)(l) above, in a manner that 
promotes a large, diverse (by race, ethnicity, gender, and geography) and qualified Commissioner applicant 
pool. The City Auditor shall take all reasonable and necessary steps to ensure that the pool has the requisite 
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numbers, diversity, and qualifications. This process shall remain open until February I, 2013 and thereafter 
until September 30 in each year ending in the number zero. 

(2) No later than December 1, 2012 and thereafter by June 1 in each year ending in the number zero, 
the City of Austin Auditor shall initiate and widely publicize an application process, open to all qualified 
independent auditors that reside in the City of Austin and who meet the requirements of subdivision 3(A)(5) 
above, in a manner that promotes a large pool of applicants and applicant diversity by race, ethnicity, gender, 
and geography. This process shall remain open until February I, 2013 and thereafter until September 1 in 
each year ending in the number zero. 

(3) The City of Austin Auditor shall remove from the commissioner or independent auditor applicant 
pool any person with conflicts of interest including: 

(a) Within the five years immediately preceding the date of application, either the applicant or 
their spouse, shall have done any of the following: 

(i) been appointed to, elected to, or have been a candidate for state or city office. 

(ii) served as an officer, employee, or paid consultant of a political party or ofthe campaign 
committee of a candidate for elective state, county or city office. 

(iii) been a registered state or local lobbyist. 

(iv) contributed or bundled $1,000 or more in aggregate to candidates for City of Austin 
elective office in the last city election. 

(b) A person who has been, within the three years immediately preceding the date of application: 
a paid employee of the City of Austin; person performing paid services under a professional or political 
contract to the City of Austin, to the City Council, or to any member of the City Council; any controlling 
person of any such consultant; or a spouse of any of the foregoing. 

(4) No later than February 15,2013, and no later than October I in each year ending in the number 
zero, the City of Austin Auditor shall review the auditor review panel applicants and remove those who do 
not meet the prescribed qualifications in subdivision 3(A)(5) or have conflicts of interest as defmed by 
subdivision 3(1)(3). No later than February 15, 2013, and no later than October 1 in each year ending in the 
number zero, the City of Austin Auditor shall at a public meeting randomly draw the names of three qualified 
independent auditors from a pool consisting of all qualified independent auditors, without conflicts of interest, 
that have applied to serve on the Applicant Review Panel. After the drawing, the City Auditor shall notify 
the three qualified independent auditors whose names have been drawn that they have been selected to serve 
on the panel. If any of the three qualified independent auditors declines to serve on the panel or is 
disqualified because of any conflict of interest prescribed above in subdivision 3(1)(2), the City of Austin 
Auditor shall resume the random drawing at a public meeting as soon as possible until three qualified 
independent auditors who meet the requirements of this section have agreed to serve on the panel. 

(5) No later than March I, 2013, and thereafter no later than October 31 in each year ending in the 
number zero, the City of Austin Auditor shall have reviewed and removed individuals with conflicts of 
interest as defmed in subdivision 3(1)(3), or fail to meet the qualification prescribed in subdivision 3(D)(l), 
from among the commission applicants, and then shall publicize the names in the applicant pool and provide 
copies of their applications to the Applicant Review Panel. 

(6) No later than May 1, 2013, and thereafter by January 15 in each year ending in the number one, 
the Applicant Review Panel shall select a pool of 60 applicants from among the qualified applicants. These 
persons shall be the most qualified applicants on the basis of relevant analytical skills, ability to be impartial, 
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residency in various parts of the City, and appreciation for the City of Austin's diverse demographics and 
geography. The members of the Applicant Review Panel shall not communicate directly or indirectly with any 
elected member of the City Council, or their representatives, about any matter related to the nomination 
process or any applicant prior to the presentation by the panel ofthe pool of recommended applicants to the 
City Council. 

(7) No later than May 2, 2013, and by January 16 in each year ending in the number one thereafter, 
the Applicant Review Panel shall submit its pool of 60 recommended applicants to the City Council. Each 
member of the City Council within five days in writing may strike up to one applicant from the pool of 
applicants. No reason need be given for a strike. Any applicant struck by any member of the City Council 
must be removed from the pool of applicants. No later than May 8, 2013, and thereafter by January 22 in 
each year ending in one, the Applicant Review Panel shall submit the pool of remaining applicants to the City 
of Austin Auditor. 

(8) No later than May 9, 2013 and thereafter by January 23 in each year ending in the number one, 
the City of Austin Auditor shall randomly draw at a public meeting eight names from the remaining pool of 
applicants. These eight individuals shall serve on the Citizens Redistricting Commission. 

(9) No later than June 30, 2013, and thereafter by February 28 in each year ending in the number 
one, the eight commissioners shall review the remaining names in the pool of applicants and, from the 
remaining applicants in that pool, shall appoint six applicants to the commission. These six appointees must 
be approved by at least five affmnative votes among the eight commissioners. These six appointees shall be 
chosen to ensure that the commission reflects the diversity of the City of Austin, including, but not limited to, 
racial, ethnic, and gender diversity. However, it is not intended that formulas or specific ratios be applied for 
this purpose. Applicants shall also be chosen based on relevant analytical skills and ability to be impartial. 
As for geographic diversity, for the frrst redistricting in 2013, the eight commissioners shall appoint the 
remaining six members to ensure geographic diversity and that at least three commissioners come from each 
of the four existing Travis County Commissioners districts, to the extent feasible with the remaining six open 
seats. As for the redistricting in each year ending in the number one thereafter, the eight commissioners shall 
ensure that at least one commission member resides in each of the then current council districts, to the extent 
feasible with the remaining six open seats. 

(1 0) Once constituted, the commission shall conduct hearings and adopt a plan for the boundaries of 
the city's council districts as required by the charter of the City of Austin. 

(J) Citizens Redistricting Commission Vacancy, Removal, Resignation, or Absence. 

( 1) In the event of substantial neglect of duty, gross misconduct in office, or inability to discharge the 
duties of office, a member of the commission, having been served written notice and provided with an 
opportunity for a response, may be removed by a vote of 1 0 of the Commissioners. 

(2) Any vacancy, whether created by removal, resignation, or absence, in the 14 commission 
positions shall be filled by the Commission within 15 days after the vacancy occurs, from the remaining pool 
of applicants and in compliance with the applicant requirements of subdivision 3(1)(8). Nine members must 
agree to any appointment. 

(K) The activities of the Citizens Redistricting Commission are subject to all of the following: 

(I) the commission shall comply with all state and city requirements for open meetings. 

(2) the records of the commission and all data considered by the commission are public records that 
will be made available in a manner that ensures inunediate and widespread public access. 
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(3) commission members and commission staff may not communicate with or receive 
communications about redistricting matters from anyone outside of a public hearing. This paragraph does not 
prohibit communication between commission members, commission staff (which shall exclude staff of any 
council members), legal counsel, and consultants retained by the commission that is otherwise permitted by 
state and city open meeting requirements. 

(4) the commission shall select one of its members to serve as the chair and one to serve as vice 
chair. The chair and vice chair shall remain voting members of the commission. 

(5) the commission shall hire commission staff, legal counsel, and consultants as needed; provided, 
ver, that compensation of such persons shall be limited to the period in which the commission is active. 
ommission shall establish clear criteria for the hiring and removal of these individuals, communication 

protocols, and a code of conduct. The commission shall apply the conflicts of interest listed in subdivision 
3(I)(3) to the hiring of staff, legal counsel, and consultants. The commission shall require that at least one of 
the legal counsel hired by the commission has demonstrated extensive experience and expertise in 
implementation and enforcement of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 1971 and 
following). The commission shall make hiring, removal, or contracting decisions on staff, legal counsel, and 
consultants by nine or more affrrmative votes. 

\ 

\ 
(6) notwithstanding any other provision oflaw, no employer shall discharge, threaten to discharg~ 

intimidate, coerce, or retaliate against any employee by reason of such employee's membership on the 
commission or attendance or scheduled attendance at any meeting of the commission. 

(7) the commission shall establish and implement an open hearing process for public input and 
deliberation that shall be subject to public notice and promoted through an extensive outreach program to 
solicit broad public participation in the redistricting public review process. The hearing process shall begin 
with hearings to receive public input before the commission votes and approves a preliminary redistricting 
plan. In 2013, there shall be at least two such public hearings, before the commission votes on a preliminary 
plan, in each of the four Travis County Commissioner Precincts, and in each year ending in the number one 
thereafter, there shall be at least one such public hearing, before the commission votes on a preliminary 
redistricting plan in each of the then existing 10 council districts. In addition, these hearings shall be 
supplemented with all other appropriate activities to further increase opportunities for the public to observe 
and participate in the review process. 

Following the commission's vote approving the preliminary plan, there shall be at least four public 
hearings, geographically dispersed with at least one hearing in each of the four Travis County Commissioners' 
precincts and hearing shall be held on a different date. The commission also shall display the approved 
preliminary plan for written public comment in a manner designed to achieve the widest public access 
reasonably possible. Written public comment shall be taken for at least 14 days from the date of public 
display of the approved preliminary plan. The commission then shall vote on a proposed fmal plan and then it 
shall hold two subsequent public hearings, one north of Lady Bird Lake and one south of Lady Bird Lake and 
take at least five days of written public comments. The Commission then shall be fmished with all hearings 
and adopt a fmal plan by no later than December 1, 2013, and thereafter by November 1 in each year ending 
in the number one. 

(8) members of the commission shall not be compensated for their service. Members of the panel and 
the commission are eligible for reimbursement of reasonable and necessary personal expenses incurred in 
connection with the duties performed pursuant to this act. 

(9) the City Council shall appropriate sufficient funds to meet the operational cost of the commission 
and the cost of any outreach program to solicit broad public participation in the redistricting process. 
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(1 0) the commission shall remain inactive except when necessary to comply with its duties under this 
ordinance and the charter of the City of Austin. 

Amendment note: 

Section 3 appears as added at the election of November 6, 2012. 

§ 4. 1RANSITION. 

(A) This section provides for a transition from the seven-member council elected at large to the 
11-member council provided by this article. Except as provided in this section, and after the transition as 
prescribed in this section, the mayor and council members shall serve three- year terms. 

(B) The three council members elected at large in May 2011 shall serve three-year terms. The mayor 
and three council members elected at- large in the May 2012 general election shall serve two-year terms. 

(C) A general election shall be held for the council in May 2014, at which the mayor and the 10 council 
members elected from council districts shall be elected. 

(D) As soon as practicable after assuming office after the May 2014 general election, the City Clerk 
shall divide at a public hearing the council members elected from council districts into two classes by drawing 
lots. Class One shall consist of five council members who shall serve initial two-year terms. Class Two shall 
consist of five council members who shall serve three-year terms. 

(E) At the May 2016 general election, the five Class One council members elected by districts will be 
elected for three-year terms. 

(F) At the May 2017 general election, the Mayor and five Class Two council members elected by 
districts will be elected for three year terms, marking the end of the transition period. 

Amendment note: 

Section 4 appears as added at the election of November 6, 2012. 

§ 5. TERM LIMITS. 

(A) Except as provided in Subsection (C), a person may not be elected to or serve in the office of 
Mayor for more than two consecutive terms, and a person who has held the office of Mayor for more than 
two years of a term to which some other person was elected Mayor may not be elected to the office of Mayor 
more than once in succession. 

(B) Except as provided in Subsection (C), a person may not shall be elected to or serve on the City 
Council in a position other than Mayor for more than two consecutive terms, and a person who has held a 
position other than Mayor for more than two years of a term to which some other person was elected to the 
position may not be elected to a position other than Mayor more than once in succession. 

(C) A person subject to a term limit with respect to an office may become a candidate for the office and 
serve if elected if the person's application to be a candidate for the office is accompanied by a petition 
requesting that the person be authorized to be a candidate and the petition is signed by at least five per cent of 
the qualified voters of the territory from which the office is elected. 

Amendment note: 

Section 5 appears as amended at the election of November 6, 2012, and later renumbered by Ord. 
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20121213-004. As former§ 3, this section was added at the election of May 7, 1994, and had previously 
been amended at the election of May 13, 2006. Former subsection (D) concerned city officials elected 
prior to April 30, 2006. and expired on the date that no one subject to its provisions continued to serve in 
the office of Mayor or Councilmember. 

§ 6. VACANCIES. 

Where a vacancy in any place on the council shall occur, the vacant place shall be filled by a special 
election, and, where necessary, by a run-off election, in the same manner as provided in this Charter for the 
regular election of a councilmember. Such special election shall be held on the next available state uniform 
election date following the creation of the vacancy, and the run-off election shall be held according to state 
law following the preceding election; provided, however, that where a vacancy shall occur within ninety (90) 
days of a regular election, no special election to fill the vacancy shall be called, unless more than one vacancy 
occurs. 

Amendment note: 

Section 6 appears as renumbered by Ord. 20121213-004. As former § 4, the section had previously been 
amended at the election of May 7, 1994. 

§ 7. POWERS OF THE COUNCIL. 

All powers and authority which are expressly or impliedly conferred on or possessed by the city shall be 
vested in and exercised by the council; provided, however, that the council shall have no power to, and shall 
not: 

(A) Sell, convey, lease, mortgage, or otherwise alienate any land which is now, or shall hereafter be, 
dedicated for park purposes, unless: 

(1) the qualified voters of the city shall authorize such act by adopting in a general or special election 
a proposition submitting the question and setting forth the terms and conditions under which such sale, 
conveyance, lease, mortgage, or other alienation is to be made; or 

(2) a lease is to an independent school district, as defmed by state law, for a purpose that two-thirds 
of the council fmd is a park purpose. 

(B) Sell, convey, or lease all or any substantial part of the facilities of any municipally owned public 
utility, provided that the council may lease all or a substantial part of such facilities to any public agency of 
the State of Texas if the qualified voters of the city authorize such lease by adopting in a general or special 
election a proposition submitting the question and setting forth the terms and conditions under which such 
lease is to be made. 

; (C) Accept or admit liability in, or pay any claim for damages asserted against the city without frrst 
~btaining a written opinion from the city attorney regarding the city's liability therein. 

12 of41 

Amendment note: 

Section 7 appears as amended at the election of November 6, 2012, and later renumbered by Ord. 
20121213-004. 

§ 8. INVESTIGATIVE BODY. 

The council shall have the express power to inquire into the official conduct of any department, agency, 
office, officer or employee ofthe city, and for that purpose shall have the power to administer oaths, 
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subpoena witnesses, compel the production of books, papers, and other evidence material to the inquiry. The 
council shall provide by ordinance penalties for contempt in failing or refusing to obey any such subpoena or 
to produce any such books, papers or other evidence, and shall have the power to punish any such contempt 
in the manner provided by such ordinance. 

Amendment note: 

Section 8 appears as renumbered by Ord. 20121213-004. 

§ 9. INTERFERENCE IN PERSONNEL MATTERS. 

Neither the council nor any of its members shall instruct or request the city manager or any of his or her 
subordinates to appoint to or remove from office or employment any person except with respect to those 
offices which are to be filled by appointment by the council under the provisions of this Charter .. Except for 
!~~on, the council and its members shall deal with the administrative 
service of the city solely through the city manager and shall not give orders to any of the manager's 
subordinates either publicly or privately. 

Amendment note: 

Section 9 appears as renumbered by Ord. 20121213-004. 

§ 10. MAYOR AND MAYOR PRO TEM. 

The councilmember elected to and occupying the place designated "mayor" shall be the mayor of the City 
of Austin. At its first meeting following each regular election of councilmembers, the council shall, by 
election, designate one of its number as mayor pro tern, who shall serve in such capacity during the pleasure 
of the council. The mayor shall preside at all meetings of the council and shall be recognized as head of the 
city government for all ceremonial purposes, for the purpose of receiving service of civil process, and for 
military purposes, but he or she shall have no regular administrative duties. The mayor, as a member of the 
council, shall be entitled to vote upon all matters considered by the council, but shall have no veto power. The 
mayor pro tern shall act as mayor during the absence or disability ofthe mayor, and shall have power to 
perform every act the mayor could perform if present. 

Amendment note: 

Section 10 appears as renumbered by Ord. 20121213-004. As former § 8, the section had previously 
been amended at the election of April 5, 1969. 

§ 11. CITY CLERK. 

The council shall appoint the city clerk who shall serve at the pleasure of the council. The city clerk shall 
keep the records of the council, and shall have such other duties and responsibilities as may be assigned by 
this Charter and the council. 

Amendment note: 

Section 11 appears as amended at the election of November 6, 2012, and later renumbered by Ord. 
20121213-004. As former§ 9, the section had previously been amended at the election of April?, 1973 

§ 12. MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL. 

The council shall meet in regular session at the City Hall at least once each week at such time as may be 
prescribed by ordinance, unless otherwise ordered by the council for reasons to be spread upon the minutes. 
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Special meetings of the council shall be called by the city clerk upon written request of the mayor or two (2) 
members of the council. All meetings shall be open to the public except as may be authorized by the laws of 
the State ofTexas. 

Amendment note: 

Section 12 appears as renumbered by Ord. 20121213-004. As former§ 10, the section had previously 
been amended at the election of Apri/7, 1973. 

§ 13. RULES OF PROCEDURE. 

The council shall by ordinance determine its own rules and order ofbusiness. A majority of the whole 
council shall constitute a quorum, and no action of the council shall be of any force or effect unless it is 
adopted by the favorable votes of a majority ofthe whole council. Minutes of all meetings ofthe council 
shall be taken and recorded, and such minutes shall constitute a public record. 

Amendment note: 

Section 13 appears as amended at the election of November 6, 2012, and later renumbered by Ord. 
20121213-004. As former§ 11, the section had previously been amended at the election of April I, 1967. 

§ 14. PROCEDURE TO ENACT LEGISLATION. 

The council shall legislate by ordinance only, and the enacting clause of every ordinance shall be, "BE IT 
ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN." Before any ordinance shall be 
adopted, the city attorney shall approve such ordinance in writing or shall file with the city clerk his or her 
written legal objections thereto. Every ordinance enacted by the council shall be signed by the mayor, mayor 
pro tern, or by two councilmembers, and shall be filed with and recorded by the city clerk before the same 
shall become effective. Unless otherwise provided by law or this Charter, no ordinance shall become 
effective until the expiration of 10 days following the date of its fmal passage, except where an ordinance 
relating to the immediate preservation of the public peace, health or safety, is adopted as an emergency 
measure by the favorable votes of at least two-thirds of the councilmembers and contains a statement of the 
nature of the emergency. 

Amendment note: 

Section 14 appears as amended at the election of November 6, 2012, and later renumbered by Ord. 
20121213-004. As former § 12, the section had previously been amended at the election of April I, 1967 

§ 15. PUBLICATION OF ORDINANCE. 

Except as otherwise provided by law or this Charter, the city clerk shall give notice of the enactment of 
every penal ordinance and of every other ordinance required by law or this Charter to be published, by 
causing the descriptive title or caption of the same to be published at least one time after fmal passage thereof 
in some newspaper of general circulation in the city before the ordinance is effective. The city clerk shall note 
on every ordinance and on the record thereof the dates and medium of its publication, and such notation shall 
be prima facie evidence of compliance with the requirements of this section. 

Amendment note: 

Section 15 appears as renumbered by Ord. 20121213-004. As former § 13, the section had previously 
been amended at the election of May 7, 1994. 

§ 16. CODE OF ORDINANCES. 
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Within six (6) months after the effective date of this section, the council shall cause all general ordinances 
of the city to be compiled and printed in code form. For the purpose of this section general ordinances shall 
be deemed to be those ordinances of a permanent or continuing nature which affect the residents of the city 
at large. Every general ordinance enacted subsequent to the original codification required above shall be 
enacted as an amendment to the code. After the original codification, the council shall have the power to 
cause all general ordinances to be recodified and reprinted whenever in its discretion such is deemed 
desirable, and it shall be mandatory upon the council to cause all general ordinances to be recodified and 
reprinted before the expiration of any ten (1 0) consecutive years following the last preceding codification or 
recodification. When adopted by the council, the printed codes of general ordinances contemplated by this 
section shall be in full force and effect without the necessity of such codes or any part thereof being published 
in any newspaper. 

Amendment note: 

Section 16 appears as renumbered by Ord. 20121213-004. 

§ 17. PROOF OF ORDINANCE. 

An ordinance of the City of Austin may be proved prima facie by a printed code of ordinances purporting 
to be printed by authority of the city, or by a copy of the ordinance certified by the city clerk to be a true 
copy of the same, or by the city clerk's official record thereof. 

Amendment note: 

Section 17 appears as renumbered by Ord 20121213-004. 

ARTICLE m. ELECTIONS. 

§ 1. SPECIAL ELECTIONS. 

The council may by ordinance call such special elections as are authorized by the state law and this 
Charter, fiX the time of holding same, and provide all means for holding such special elections, provided that 
every special election shall be held on a Saturday, unless otherwise provided by law or this Charter, and shall 
be held as nearly as practicable according to the provisions governing general elections. 

§ 2. ELECTION DATE; COUNCIL TERMS; ELECTION BY MAJORITY AND RUN-OFF 
ELECTIONS. 

(A) The City's general election shall be held on the November uniform election date authorized by state 
law in even-numbered years. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Charter, the regular term of the 
mayor and council members is four years. Council terms shall be staggered so that a general election is held 
every two years, and half or as near to half as is practical, of the council is elected at each election. 

(1) The council shall provide by ordinance for the transition from three-year terms to four-year terms 
and for staggering the terms of council members. The ordinance may provide for drawing lots for initial terms 
or temporarily lengthening or shortening individual council member's terms to accomplish the transition. If a 
council member's term is shortened by more than a year for the purpose of the transition, that shortened term 
does not count as a term for the purpose of Article II Section 5 of this Charter. When this paragraph has 
served its purpose, it expires, and need not be reprinted in future versions of the Charter. 

(B) A council member shall hold office for a term specified by this Charter or until a successor has been 
elected and qualified. If elected to fill an unexpired term, a council member shall hold office for the 

6/6/2013 10:08 AM 



16 of41 

http:/ /www.arrtlegal.com/alpscripts/ get-content. asp 

remainder of the unexpired term or until a successor has been elected and qualified. 

(C) The regular term of a council member begins on the date set by ordinance. A councilmember may 
qualify for office on that date or as soon thereafter as practicable. In the case of a special election to fill an 
unexpired term, the person elected may qualify and assume office as soon as practicable after the canvass of 
the election. 

(D) At every regular election and at every special election called to fill one or more vacant places on 
the council, election to each place on the council shall be by a majority of all the votes cast for such place at 
such election. In every such election each qualified voter shall vote for not more than one candidate for each 
council place to be filled. Where in an election to a place on the council, no candidate receives a majority of 
all the votes cast for such place at such election, the council shall, immediately upon declaring the official 
results of the election, issue a call for a run-off election for every place to which no one was elected. Such 
run-off election shall be held in accordance with state law and the two (2) candidates who received in the 
preceding election the highest number of votes for each place to which no one was elected shall be voted on 
again, and the candidate who receives the majority of the votes cast for each such place in the run-off 
election shall be elected to such place. 

Amendment note: 

Section 2 appears as amended at the election of November 6, 2012. The section had previously been 
amended at the elections of May 7, 1994, and April 1, 1967. 

§ 3. REGULATION OF ELECTIONS. 

All elections shall be held in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas regulating the holding of 
municipal elections and in accordance with the ordinances adopted by the council for the conduct of 
elections. Provided that the council shall appoint the election judges and other election officials. Voting 
precincts shall be established by ordinance and may be altered from time to time in like manner. 

§ 4. FILING OF CANDIDATES. 

Any qualified person who desires to become a candidate for election to a place on the council shall file 
with the city clerk at least forty-five (45) days prior to the election day an application for his or her name to 
appear on the ballot. Such application shall be accompanied by a filing fee of five hundred dollars ($500.00). 
If the petition is sufficient to satisfY statutory requirements, the filing fee may be reduced by one dollar 
($1.00) per signature for each registered voter who signs a petition requesting that the name ofthe candidate 
be placed on the ballot. In case of a district position, the petition shall be signed by registered voters residing 
in the particular district. Such application shall clearly designate by number the place on the council to which 
the candidate seeks election and shall contain a sworn statement by the candidate that he or she is fully 
qualified under the laws of Texas and the provisions of this Charter to hold the office he or she seeks. 

Amendment note: 
Section 4 appears as amended at the election of May 7, 1994. Such section was previously amended on 
April], 1978. 

§ 5. BALLOTS. 

For every regular election and for every special election called to fill one or more vacant places on the 
council, the city clerk shall place upon the official ballot the name of every candidate who shall file an 
application which complies with the provisions of this Charter. The council places to be filled shall be placed 
on the ballot in numerical order. The name of each candidate shall be placed on the ballot under the 
designated place for which he or she shall have filed, and in such manner that the names of the candidates for 
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